
Waterloo	battlefield	guide	david	buttery

http://xeltuve.com/c3?utm_term=waterloo+battlefield+guide+david+buttery




David	Buttery	has	established	a	reputation	as	a	leading	historian	of	nineteenth-century	British	military	history.	He	has	made	a	particular	study	of	the	Napoleonic	and	Crimean	wars.	He	has	worked	in	newspapers	and	museums	and	has	published	extensively	in	many	of	the	leading	military	history	periodicals	including	the	Victorian	Military	Society's
journal,	The	Leicestershire	Chronicle	and	Military	Illustrated.	His	most	recent	books	are	Wellington	Against	Massena:	The	Third	Invasion	of	Portugal	1810-1811,	Messenger	of	Death:	Captain	Nolan	and	the	Charge	of	the	Light	Brigade,	Wellington	Against	Junot:	The	First	Invasion	of	Portugal	1807-1808	and	the	Waterloo	Battlefield	Guide.	By	David
Buttery	Next	year	is	the	200th	anniversary	of	the	Battle	of	Waterloo	and	The	Napoleonic	Guide	crew	couldn't	be	more	excited.	We	are	heading	along	to	the	commemoration	and	will	use	our	knowledge	of	the	area's	battles	to	explore	the	fields	of	Waterloo,	Quatre	Bras,	Ligny	and	Wavre	at	leisure.	I	have	been	to	Waterloo	once	before,	a	couple	of
decades	ago	with	my	brother,	and	before	I'd	made	a	study	of	the	Napoleonic	Wars	and	the	creation	of	The	Napoleonic	Guide.	This	time	around	I'll	know	far	more	than	I	did	and	I'll	also	have	a	copy	of	David	Buttery's	excellent	Waterloo	Battlefield	Guide	in	hand.	It	is	a	terrific	companion	to	take	with	you	to	Waterloo	as	it	not	only	covers	the	lead	up	and
events	of	the	battle,	but	also	features	some	of	the	characters	from	all	sides.	More	importantly,	for	those	wanting	to	visit	the	field	upon	which	some	60,000	men	fell	as	casualties,	there	is	a	really	good	number	of	historic	places	listed	and	where	you	get	the	best	view	of	them.	Buttery	has	done	a	terrific	job	with	this	book.	It	is	very	readable	and	he
deserves	it	to	sell	exceptionally	well.	He	follows	the	battle	as	it	unfolds,	introduces	key	characters	and,	at	the	end	of	each	section,	has	the	viewpoints	listed.	I	remember	that	when	I	first	visited	the	area	my	brother	and	I	wanted	to	see	the	field	of	Quatre	Bras.	I	had	wargamed	the	battle	reguarly	and	using	my	recollections	of	the	map	navigated	our	way
there.	We	drove	down	the	main	highway	through	what	I	thought	could	be	the	crossroads	and	then	we	saw	a	farmhouse.	Stop	I	said	let's	have	a	squizz,	I	think	that's	Piraumont.	We	went	down	to	the	bulding	and	I	saw	the	musketball	holes	in	the	walls.	It	was	Piraumont	and	I	was	pretty	pleased	with	myself.	With	more	time	next	year,	and	Buttery's	guide,
we	will	be	making	a	much	more	thorough	examination	of	the	entire	area	and	the	key	places	of	interest.	Buttery	has	broken	his	book	up	into	the	following	chapters;	The	return	of	Napoleon,	The	Decisive	Moment	of	the	Century,	The	Struggle	for	Hougoumont,	D'Erlon's	Attack,	Cavalry	Onslaught,	The	Fall	of	La	Haye	Sainte,	The	Battle	of	Wavre,	Street
Fighting	in	Plancenoit,	La	Garde	Recule!,	The	Aftermath,	Visiting	the	Battlefield.	I	reckon	Waterloo	Battlefield	Guide	should	be	in	every	visitors'	bag	when	they	go	to	that	historic	site,	or	if	they	just	want	to	know	more	about	the	battle	that	changed	Europe.	It'll	go	with	us	as	we	explore	the	area	in	2015.	Thanks,	David,	for	your	efforts.	-	Richard	Moore
9/10	Pen	and	Sword	Jump	to	ratings	and	reviewsThe	defeat	of	Napoleon's	French	army	by	the	combined	forces	of	Wellington	and	Bl�cher	at	Waterloo	on	18	June	1815	was	a	turning	point	in	world	history.	This	was	the	climax	of	the	Napoleonic	Wars,	and	the	outcome	had	a	major	influence	on	the	shape	of	Europe	for	the	next	century	and	beyond.	The
battle	was	a	milestone,	and	it	cannot	be	properly	understood	without	a	detailed,	on-the-ground	study	of	the	landscape	in	which	it	was	fought	-	and	that	is	the	purpose	of	David	Buttery's	new	battlefield	guide.In	vivid	detail,	using	eyewitness	accounts	and	an	intimate	knowledge	of	the	terrain,	he	reconstructs	Waterloo	and	he	takes	the	reader	-	and	the
visitor	-	across	the	battleground	as	it	is	today.	He	focuses	on	the	pivotal	episodes	in	the	fighting	-	the	day-long	struggle	for	the	chateau	at	Hougoumont,	the	massive	French	infantry	assaults,	repeated	cavalry	charges,	the	fall	of	La	Haye	Sainte,	the	violent	clashes	in	the	village	of	Plancenoit,	the	repulse	of	the	Imperial	Guard	and	rout	of	the	French
army.This	thoroughgoing,	lucid,	easy-to-follow	guide	will	be	a	fascinating	introduction	for	anyone	who	seeks	to	understand	what	happened	on	that	momentous	day,	and	it	will	be	an	essential	companion	for	anyone	who	explores	the	battlefield	in	Belgium.	Ga	naar	zoeken	Ga	naar	hoofdinhoud	The	defeat	of	Napoleon's	French	army	by	the	combined
forces	of	Wellington	and	Blucher	at	Waterloo	on	18	June	1815	was	a	turning	point	in	world	history.	This	was	the	climax	of	the	Napoleonic	Wars,	and	the	outcome	had	a	major	influence	on	the	shape	of	Europe	for	the	next	century	and	beyond.	The	battle	was	a	milestone,	and	it	cannot	be	properly	understood	without	a	detailed,	on-the-ground	study	of
the	landscape	in	which	it	was	fought	-	and	that	is	the	purpose	of	David	Buttery's	new	battlefield	guide.	In	vivid	detail,	using	eyewitness	accounts	and	an	intimate	knowledge	of	the	terrain,	he	reconstructs	Waterloo	and	he	takes	the	reader	-	and	the	visitor	-	across	the	battleground	as	it	is	today.	He	focuses	on	the	pivotal	episodes	in	the	fighting	-	the
day-long	struggle	for	the	chateau	at	Hougoumont,	the	massive	French	infantry	assaults,	repeated	cavalry	charges,	the	fall	of	La	Haye	Sainte,	the	violent	clashes	in	the	village	of	Plancenoit,	the	repulse	of	the	Imperial	Guard	and	rout	of	the	French	army.	This	thoroughgoing,	lucid,	easy-to-follow	guide	will	be	a	fascinating	introduction	for	anyone	who
seeks	to	understand	what	happened	on	that	momentous	day,	and	it	will	be	an	essential	companion	for	anyone	who	explores	the	battlefield	in	Belgium.	The	best	guide,	by	far,	is	David	Buttery's	Waterloo,	Battlefield	Guide,	an	essential	companion	for	anyone	visiting	the	battlefield.	-Bernard	Cornwell	Nog	geen	reviews	Negatief,	positief,	neutraal:	we
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flat	fee	of	£6.95.Usual	delivery	timescale	(excluding	custom	prints)	is	between	5	and	7	working	days	from	the	date	of	dispatch.	Please	allow	up	to	14	working	days	for	delivery.	*UK	only.	For	custom	print	delivery	pricing	and	timescales	see	below.Delivery	WorldwideWe	can	also	ship	most	items	worldwide.	For	full	details,	including	prices,	click
here.Custom	PrintsYour	prints	and	frames	will	be	handmade	by	King	&	McGaw	at	their	Sussex	workshop.Unframed	orders	are	shipped	within	5	working	days	(normally	shipped	next	day).Framed	orders	are	shipped	within	20	working	days.Further	information	on	delivery	timescales	for	custom	prints	can	be	found	here.	Visiting	battlefields	has	become
an	increasingly	popular	activity	and	there	are	many	reasons	for	this	trend.	Interest	in	the	past	has	never	been	greater	and	many	wish	to	commemorate	the	achievements	and	sacrifices	made	by	their	ancestors	among	other	considerations.	Today’s	politics	and	events	are	shaped	by	past	conflicts,	so	interpreting	why	battles	were	fought,	along	with	who
won	and	them	and	why,	is	essential	for	gaining	a	thorough	understanding	of	history.	Indeed,	while	some	view	military	history	as	a	narrow	and	specialised	field,	it	is	impossible	to	comprehend	political	and	social	changes	in	the	world	without	reference	to	military	history.	Waterloo	is	probably	the	most	famous	battle	to	take	place	in	the	last	five	hundred
years	and	therefore	its	impact	on	European	and	world	history	is	worthy	of	careful	study.	As	one	of	the	most	decisive	battles	ever	fought,	it	ended	a	long	series	of	wars	that	plunged	Europe	into	a	maelstrom	of	bloodshed	and	destruction	spanning	two	decades	(1792-1815).	Currently	Waterloo	attracts	around	300,000-500,000	tourists	per	year.	The
magnetic	appeal	of	the	famous	personalities	involved	also	ensures	that	Waterloo	continues	to	fascinate	enthusiasts	two	hundred	years	on.	The	mystique	surrounding	Emperor	Napoleon	I	of	France	is	enough	to	draw	admirers	and	critics	alike	to	visit	the	place	where	he	met	his	final	defeat,	a	loss	that	did	nothing	to	diminish	his	ever-growing	legend.	His
opponent,	Arthur	Wellesley	First	Duke	of	Wellington,	also	occupies	a	unique	place	in	military	history	and	the	fact	that	these	two	commanders	adopted	different	approaches	to	warfare	has	intrigued	historians	ever	since	their	confrontation	on	this	battlefield.	This	was	also	a	multinational	battle,	concerning	three	armies	composed	of	soldiers	from	many
European	nations.	The	Prussian	Army	played	a	valiant	role	during	the	1815	campaign	under	Marshal	Blücher	although	some	historians	occasionally	downplay	his	army’s	contribution	at	Waterloo.	He	was	a	tactician	rather	than	a	strategist	and	was	somewhat	overshadowed	by	the	talented	commanders	of	the	other	armies	involved.	Among	the	lesser
ranks	who	fought	at	Waterloo	(from	generals	down	to	private	soldiers)	were	men	who	had	become	famous	in	their	own	lifetimes	and	it	was	here	that	veterans	of	twenty	years	of	almost	uninterrupted	warfare	converged	for	the	climactic	struggle.	Great	military	reputations	were	made	at	Waterloo	during	continuous	fighting	that	lasted	over	nine	hours.
Although	considerable	literature	exists	about	the	battle,	many	works	are	far	from	objective	as	it	is	difficult	to	set	national	and	political	considerations	aside.	Some	British	historians	tend	to	overemphasise	the	heroism	of	British	soldiers	and	gloss	over	their	allies	contribution.	This	can	be	traced	back	to	the	immediate	reaction	after	the	overwhelming
victory	at	Waterloo,	which	was	welcomed	with	relief	after	many	years	of	war.	William	Makepeace	Thackeray	used	Waterloo	as	a	focal	point	in	his	novel	Vanity	Fair	and	visited	the	battlefield	in	the	1840s,	writing:	Let	an	Englishman	go	and	see	that	field,	and	he	never	forgets	it.	The	sight	is	an	event	in	his	life;	and,	though	it	has	been	seen	by	millions	of
peaceable	gents	–	grocers	from	Bond	Street,	meek	attorneys	from	Chancery	Lane,	and	timid	tailorsfrom	Piccadilly	–	I	will	wager	that	there	is	not	one	of	them	but	feels	a	glow	as	he	looks	at	the	place,	and	remembers	that	he,	too,	is	an	Englishman.	However,	his	prose	would	have	been	more	accurate	had	it	referred	to	Britons	rather	than	Englishmen
since	Wellington’s	Anlgo-Allied	Army	contained	many	Scottish,	Irish	and	Welsh	soldiers.	Yet	even	that	consideration	fails	to	reflect	the	international	makeup	of	the	Anglo-Allied	army,	two	thirds	of	whom	hailed	from	Hanover,	Belgium	and	Holland	along	with	other	national	groups.	In	contrast,	German	historians	often	claim	that	the	Prussian	Army	made
the	main	contribution	to	the	victory	and	allege	that	Wellington	let	his	allies	down	by	failing	to	come	to	their	aid	at	the	Battle	of	Ligny.	Peter	Hofshröer	is	one	notable	historian	who	believes	that	Wellington	claimed	unfair	credit	for	a	victory	he	would	not	have	won	but	for	the	Prussian	Army.	While	there	is	some	truth	to	this	and	other	theories,	many
historians	recognise	that	the	Allied	victory	was	achieved	only	through	an	effective	combined	effort.	Extolling	the	virtues	of	one	army	over	another	provokes	interesting	debate	between	historians	but	tends	to	obscure	this	fact.	The	perspective	of	the	French	is	different	again	with	historians	like	Henry	Houssaye	concentrating	on	mistakes	made	by
Napoleon’s	subordinate	commanders	rather	than	the	Emperor,	who	committed	grave	errors	of	judgement	during	the	campaign.	Victor	Hugo	saw	Waterloo	as	the	tragic	end	of	a	young	republic	brought	down	by	a	pact	between	old	monarchies	(see	Chapter	1).	Although	he	wrote	very	movingly	about	the	tragic	effect	that	the	defeat	had	upon	France,	his
work	contains	factual	errors	and	can	prove	misleading.	Yet	he	did	visit	the	battlefield	and	commented	on	how	the	site	had	changed:	Every	one	is	aware	that	the	variously	inclined	undulations	of	the	plains,	where	the	engagement…	took	place,	are	no	longer	what	they	were	on	June	18,	1815.	By	taking	from	this	mournful	field	the	wherewithal	to	make	a
monument	to	it,	its	real	relief	has	been	taken	away,	and	history,	disconcerted,	no	longer	finds	her	bearings	there.	It	has	been	disfigured	for	the	sake	of	glorifying	it.	Wellington,	when	he	beheld	Waterloo	once	more,	two	years	later,	exclaimed,	‘They	have	altered	my	field	of	battle!’	The	way	he	described	the	defeat	as	a	tragedy	for	liberal	ideas	where
Napoleon,	representing	a	new	form	of	government,	was	defeated	by	mischance	gained	widespread	acceptance	in	France.	Jules	Delhaize	and	Winard	Aerts	argued	succinctly	in	Waterloo:	etudes	relatives	a	la	campagne	de	1815	en	Belgique	(published	in	1919)	that:	‘…there	are	some	defeats	which	do	not	tarnish	the	glory	of	an	army	any	more	than	they
diminish	a	people.	Waterloo	is	one	of	these.’	From	the	mid	nineteenth	century	onwards	French	tourists	became	more	common	on	the	battlefield	despite	it	being	the	site	of	a	terrible	French	defeat.	Yet	the	Battle	of	Waterloo	can	only	be	properly	understood	when	it	is	placed	within	the	context	of	the	campaign	itself,	in	which	four	major	battles	were
fought	between	15-18	June	1815.	Therefore,	the	battles	of	Quatre	Bras	and	Ligny	are	described,	although	not	with	the	same	level	of	detail	as	events	at	Waterloo,	along	with	the	almost	simultaneous	conflict	fought	at	Wavre.	This	battle	occurred	15	km	(9½	miles)	from	Waterloo	and	some	knowledge	of	it	is	necessary	to	understand	how	the	Prussians
were	able	to	reach	Wellington’s	position	in	time	to	intervene	and	explain	why	the	French	failed	to	prevent	them.	A	description	of	the	aftermath	of	the	campaign	is	included	to	explain	the	massive	political	impact	of	the	battle	and	how	it	restored	the	balance	of	power	in	Europe.	Countries	like	Great	Britain	and	Prussia	gained	enormously	from	the
resulting	settlement	whereas	France	was	humbled	and	its	military	influence	reduced.	Monarchists	were	relieved	after	the	victory	but	Napoleon’s	defeat	only	slowed	the	pace	of	liberal	reform	and	the	respite	it	gained	for	reactionary	European	states	was	short-lived.	The	Congress	of	Vienna	reconvened	following	Napoleon’s	final	exile	and	attempted	to
put	an	end	to	warfare	as	a	means	of	settling	disputes	between	states.	Although	their	efforts	were	ultimately	unsuccessful,	this	was	the	first	time	an	international	congress	met	and	tried	to	resolve	issues	at	the	negotiation	table	rather	than	by	force	of	arms.	This	alone	makes	Waterloo	an	immensely	important	event	in	European	history.	Historians	differ
about	exactly	what	occurred	at	Waterloo	such	as	explanations	for	various	tactical	incidents,	reasons	why	Napoleon	lost	the	battle,	conjecture	about	why	the	Allies	won	and	many	other	theories	relating	to	Waterloo	and	the	campaign.	Some	are	highly	controversial,	giving	rise	to	vigorous	debate.	Yet	while	analysing	this	famous	battle	is	an	interesting
and	engrossing	subject,	it	is	not	the	purpose	of	this	book.	This	guidebook	tries	to	offer	an	informed	and	objective	account	of	the	battle	rather	than	attempt	to	promote	new	ideas	about	the	campaign	or	challenge	traditional	views.	Its	primary	intention	is	to	act	as	a	helpful	tool	for	people	wishing	to	visit	the	locations,	allowing	them	to	draw	their	own
conclusions	from	the	experience.	A	thorough	understanding	of	the	difficulties	facing	the	commanders	and	the	armies	involved	is	best	achieved	by	viewing	the	battlefield	itself.	Topography	has	always	influenced	combat	and	this	was	especially	true	at	Waterloo,	where	Wellington	selected	a	strong	defensive	position	and	committed	to	holding	it	until
reinforced	by	the	Prussians.	The	difficulties	Napoleon	encountered	while	attacking	this	deceptively	strong	position	were	immense	and	only	by	standing	on	the	actual	ground	itself	can	one	appreciate	why	decisions	were	made,	not	only	due	to	what	commanders	could	actually	see	but	because	some	areas	were	hidden	from	view.	Waterloo	is	also	unusual
in	many	ways,	covering	a	far	smaller	area	than	many	contemporary	battlefields	and	its	occasionally	subtle	geographical	contours	limited	the	effect	of	firepower	and	contributed	to	some	serious	tactical	errors	by	senior	and	junior	commanders.	For	those	who	wish	to	gain	an	insight	into	what	occurred	on	that	fateful	Sunday	afternoon	of	18	June	1815,	a
visit	to	the	battlefield	is	therefore	essential.	It	is	hoped	that	this	work	will	provide	a	useful	guide	for	use	on	the	battle-field	by	including	information	on	how	to	get	there,	where	to	stay,	viewing	the	field	itself	and	how	to	get	the	best	out	of	the	experience.	Over	the	five	years	since	the	first	copy	of	this	guide	was	released,	so	much	has	changed	on	the
battlefields	of	this	campaign	that	a	revised	edition	is	necessary.	Nowhere	is	this	more	evident	than	on	the	battlefield	of	Waterloo	itself	where	formerly	important	buildings	in	the	Lion	Village	have	been	demolished	to	provide	less	restricted	views,	a	modern	underground	battlefield	centre	has	been	constructed	and	considerable	renovations	have	been
carried	out	at	Hougoumont.	Many	changes	were	implemented	specifically	for	the	2015	bicentenary	and	the	time	and	expense	involved	was	justified	by	a	vast	increase	in	visitor	numbers	and	significant	press	coverage.	This	became	obvious	during	the	anniversary	week	(15-21	June)	itself	when	vast	numbers	of	people	came	to	see	large	scale
commemorative	events,	new	monuments	and	opening	ceremonies	attended	by	dignitaries	from	many	nations.	Nearly	half	a	million	people	visited	the	Waterloo	area	for	the	bicentenary	and	the	Brussels-Charleroi	highway	was	closed	for	the	first	time	ever,	allowing	better	pedestrian	access	for	commemorative	events.	The	author	led	a	battlefield	coach
tour	of	fifty	enthusiasts	to	the	site,	which	was	one	of	eighteen	tours	run	by	the	Cultural	Experience,	only	one	of	many	tour	operators	taking	visitors	there	that	week.	At	least	8,000	re-enactors	participated	in	Waterloo	re-enactments	and	a	fireworks	show	on	the	field	itself,	watched	by	over	100,000	spectators	on	each	of	the	three	days	they	were	held
upon.	One	downside	of	the	bicentenary	were	fears	that	events	might	be	misused	for	modern	political	purposes	with	the	French	Government	concerned	that	politicians	from	the	former	Allied	Coalition	states	would	act	in	a	triumphant	manner	at	the	scene	of	a	great	French	defeat.	Some	even	believed	that	commemorations	could	be	hijacked	by	those
wishing	to	split	the	European	Union	for	propaganda	purposes.	This	was	strange	as	Napoleon’s	vision	of	a	united	Europe	was	significantly	different	to	the	aims	and	organisation	of	the	current	EU	and	drawing	parallels	between	it	and	the	First	French	Empire	are	misleading.	In	addition	to	sending	few	official	representatives	to	Waterloo	events,	the
French	Government	attempted	to	prevent	retailers	selling	books	and	mementos	on	the	battlefield	and	stop	commemorative	coins	being	cast.	However,	great	efforts	were	made	to	make	the	Service	of	Thanksgiving	held	in	Saint	Paul’s	Cathedral	(London)	inclusive	and	French	representatives	attended	that	event.	Indeed,	Sylvie	Bermann	(then	French
Ambassador)	commented:	After	200	years,	the	French	have	‘got	over’	the	events	at	Waterloo…we	now	warmly	embrace	its	consequences.	While	politicians	from	many	parties	attended	the	events	held	at	Waterloo,	no	blatant	political	grandstanding	took	place	and	great	stress	was	placed	upon	honouring	all	who	fought	in	1815	with	an	emphasis	on
reconciliation.	Most	of	those	who	attended	agreed	that	fears	of	triumphalism	proved	groundless	and	the	presence	of	a	substantial	number	of	French	visitors	(including	Prince	Charles	Bonaparte)	demonstrated	that	former	differences	were	put	aside	if	not	entirely	forgotten.	If	nothing	else,	the	number	of	people	at	the	bicentenary	in	2015	clearly
demonstrated	that	interest	in	Waterloo	and	the	battle’s	effect	on	history	remains	undiminished.	Long	may	this	continue.	David	Buttery.	Chapter	1	THE	RETURN	OF	NAPOLEON	How	had	it	come	to	this?	Many	soldiers	must	have	asked	that	question	as	the	sun	rose	over	a	small	area	of	Belgian	countryside	on	Sunday	18	June	1815.	Nearly	a	year	ago,
Emperor	Napoleon	I	of	France	had	been	forced	to	accept	peace	terms	and	went	into	exile,	events	that	signalled	the	end	of	the	wars,	or	so	many	had	hoped.	Nonetheless,	two	great	armies	now	faced	each	other	near	the	village	of	Waterloo	only	9½	miles	(15	km)	from	Brussels,	preparing	for	another	day’s	bitter	fighting	in	the	knowledge	that	many
would	not	live	to	see	another	sunrise.	Since	1792,	the	Continent	had	been	plagued	by	incessant	wars,	the	influence	of	which	had	spread	well	beyond	the	confines	of	Europe.	The	seemingly	invincible	French	armies	had	challenged	and	beaten	most	of	the	main	European	powers	but	were	eventually	forced	back	into	France	by	1814.	Their	Emperor	had
dominated	the	Continent	for	over	a	decade	but,	after	his	abdication,	a	new	era	of	peace	and	prosperity	suddenly	seemed	possible.	Yet	within	a	year,	he	escaped	from	exile	and	deposed	King	Louis	XVIII	of	France	with	a	speed	that	barely	seemed	credible.	Although	Napoleon	was	not	the	revolutionary	radical	he	had	once	claimed	to	be,	most	of	Europe
saw	him	as	the	representative	of	a	dangerous	new	ideology,	bent	on	overthrowing	the	old	order	by	force	of	arms.	Shocked	by	his	sudden	reappearance	on	the	world’s	stage,	his	enemies	formed	the	Seventh	Coalition	(a	powerful	international	alliance)	against	him.	While	the	Emperor	now	claimed	to	be	fighting	in	defence	of	France,	many	felt	that	a
French	victory	in	this	campaign	would	plunge	Europe	back	into	incessant	warfare	and	destruction	as	Napoleon	had	always	been	at	odds	with	the	old	monarchies.	Yet	his	grip	on	power	was	tenuous	and	he	needed	a	decisive	victory	and,	above	all,	needed	it	quickly	if	his	new	regime	was	to	survive.	In	contrast,	although	the	Allied	powers	knew	that
winning	a	major	victory	here	might	end	Napoleon’s	ambitions,	they	still	feared	him	as	a	general	and	knew	that	a	serious	defeat	could	prove	catastrophic.	Other	armies	were	marching	upon	France	and,	even	if	this	campaign	failed	to	stop	Napoleon,	the	French	were	still	massively	outnumbered.	However,	Napoleon’s	fame	as	a	general	was	such	that	a
major	defeat	might	have	a	ruinous	political	effect,	attracting	others	to	his	cause	and	splitting	the	alliance	ranged	against	him.	REVOLUTION	AND	EMPIRE,	1792–1814	To	understand	what	was	at	stake	on	the	field	of	Waterloo	it	is	necessary	to	examine	the	dramatic	events	that	occurred	between	the	years	1792	and	1814.	It	all	began	with	the	French
Revolution	in	1789.	Revolutionary	fanaticism	witnessed	the	overthrow	of	the	French	Bourbon	monarchy,	the	dispossession	of	the	aristocracy	and	eventually	led	to	mass	executions	and	the	beginning	of	a	class	struggle	that	would	continue	to	the	present	day.	Although	the	revolutionaries	were	split	into	numerous	groups	and	factions,	almost	all	of	them
opposed	kingship	in	any	form	and	desired	a	new	and	fairer	society,	to	be	created	by	force	if	necessary.	Most	European	nations	were	monarchies	at	this	time	and	feared	that	revolutionary	ideology	would	spread	from	France	and	lead	their	own	people	into	rebellion.	Therefore,	they	resolved	to	destroy	the	new	French	Republic	before	its	influence	could
spread	but	the	revolutionaries	proved	far	more	difficult	to	suppress	than	anticipated.	Far	from	being	the	disorganized	rabble	that	initially	swept	the	Bourbons	from	power,	their	conscript-based	armies	were	inspired	by	fiery	rhetoric	and	the	promise	of	a	fairer	society	and	proved	a	match	for	the	professional	forces	of	the	old	order,	not	only	defending
their	borders	but	carrying	the	war	further	afield.	Napoleon	Bonaparte	–	the	man	who	had	dominated	Europe	for	over	a	decade.	The	1815	campaign	would	be	his	last	chance	to	regain	power.	(Bourgeois)	Napoleon	Buonaparte	(he	would	later	change	the	spelling	to	Bonaparte)	was	the	greatest	figure	to	emerge	from	the	turmoil	of	the	Revolutionary
Wars.	He	came	from	the	island	of	Corsica,	which	passed	from	Genoa	to	France	the	year	before	his	birth	(1768),	and	his	family	was	respectable	but	lacked	wealth	or	influence.	He	qualified	as	an	artillery	officer	in	the	Royal	Army	but,	as	the	revolutionaries	permitted	promotion	by	merit	rather	than	through	birth	and	influence,	the	new	system	allowed
him	to	rise	swiftly	due	to	his	remarkable	abilities.	Once	he	became	a	general,	he	made	a	substantial	contribution	to	ensuring	that	successive	revolutionary	governments	survived.	Yet	Napoleon’s	effectiveness	as	a	soldier	was	matched	only	by	his	almost	limitless	ambition	for	himself,	his	family	and	friends.	During	9–10	November	1799,	he	seized	power
in	a	coup	d’état	and	assumed	dictatorial	powers	over	the	following	years.	Victories	over	Austria	and	other	successes	allowed	him	to	retain	his	grip	on	power	and	he	was	crowned	Emperor	of	France	on	2	December	1804.	Warfare	continued	into	the	Imperial	period,	with	the	French	defeating	Prussia,	Austria	and	Russia	until	Britain	was	the	only	major
power	that	still	stood	against	him.	Up	to	1806,	it	is	possible	to	justify	some	of	Napoleon’s	wars	on	the	basis	that	defending	France	and	republicanism	were	among	his	primary	aims.	Yet	after	1807,	his	wars	took	on	a	more	sinister	tone	with	the	acquisition	of	territory	and	power	lying	at	the	heart	of	his	ambitions.	The	Bonaparte	family	became	a	new
royal	dynasty	and	Napoleon	placed	his	brothers	and	sisters	on	the	thrones	of	allied	states,	and	even	some	of	his	more	successful	generals	became	kings	and	princes.	Hoping	to	force	Britain	into	a	peace	settlement,	he	attempted	to	close	all	the	ports	of	Europe	against	British	trade	with	his	Continental	System.	He	persuaded	or	intimidated	other	nations
into	adopting	this	policy,	which	often	went	against	their	commercial	interests,	and	ultimately	it	did	little	to	damage	the	British	economy.	Naturally,	this	commercial	embargo	was	unpopular	and	its	forced	imposition	helped	alienate	many	nations	against	Napoleon.	The	years	1807–14	saw	the	French	invasion	of	the	Spanish	Peninsula	and	Napoleon’s
treatment	of	Spain,	his	former	ally,	left	Europe	appalled	by	his	treachery.	The	conflict	he	began	there	against	Spain,	Portugal	and	Britain	was	unprecedented	in	its	savagery;	mass	destruction	of	property,	widespread	killing	of	civilians	and	incessant	guerrilla	warfare	were	commonplace.	Thousands	of	French	soldiers	died	in	a	ruinous	series	of
campaigns	that	drained	French	resources	to	the	extent	that	Napoleon	called	this	war	his	‘Spanish	Ulcer’.	The	Austrians	declared	war	upon	France	once	again	and	the	Emperor	suffered	his	first	serious	defeat	at	Aspern-Essling	in	1809.	Despite	Napoleon’s	eventual	victory	in	that	campaign,	his	enemies	were	increasingly	harder	for	him	to	defeat	as	they
had	become	accustomed	to	his	style	of	waging	war.	Both	sides	sustained	terrible	losses	at	the	Battle	of	Wagram	in	the	same	year	which,	as	well	as	being	his	last	truly	decisive	victory,	set	a	new	standard	for	carnage	in	Europe	now	that	the	destruction	of	armies	was	the	main	objective,	rather	than	the	acquisition	of	territory	or	strategic	position.	Allied
strategy	for	June/July	1815.	Napoleon’s	invasion	of	Russia	in	1812	was	a	serious	error	in	his	grand	strategy	as	he	was	compelled	to	fight	on	two	fronts	while	the	war	in	the	Peninsula	still	raged.	At	the	head	of	the	largest	army	ever	assembled	until	that	time,	estimated	at	over	500,000	French	and	allied	soldiers,	he	marched	into	Russia	hoping	to	force
Tsar	Alexander	I	to	adopt	his	Continental	System.	The	Russians	fell	back	before	him	and,	while	he	defeated	their	armies	and	occupied	Moscow,	the	Tsar	refused	to	sue	for	peace.	The	battles	of	this	campaign	dwarfed	the	size	of	the	conflicts	fought	elsewhere	in	Europe	and	resulted	in	crippling	losses	of	men,	horses	and	military	equipment.	Eventually
Napoleon	felt	compelled	to	retreat	and	his	army	endured	a	painful	withdrawal	in	terrible	weather	conditions;	he	brought	fewer	than	93,000	men	out	of	Russia.	Napoleon’s	Grande	Armée	had	finally	been	humbled	and	the	losses	it	had	suffered	were	almost	impossible	to	replace.	By	1813,	the	First	French	Empire	was	in	serious	decline	as	Napoleon’s
allies	began	to	defect	in	the	wake	of	his	disastrous	Russian	campaign.	The	Battle	of	Leipzig	in	1813	was	a	major	defeat	for	Napoleon	and	French	armies	had	to	abandon	the	bulk	of	the	territory	gained	during	the	previous	decade.	The	Peninsular	War	had	also	been	ruinous	for	France	and	her	armies	retired	towards	the	Pyrenees	after	suffering	a	series
of	defeats	at	the	hands	of	British,	Portuguese	and	Spanish	forces.	Although	Napoleon’s	enemies	were	massing	to	destroy	him,	they	still	feared	his	awesome	ability	as	a	general	and	knew	that	victory	would	only	be	possible	at	a	high	cost	in	lives	and	revenue.	Therefore,	they	offered	generous	peace	settlements	that	would	allow	him	to	keep	his	crown	if
he	relinquished	his	territorial	gains	and	restored	the	balance	of	power	in	Europe.	Yet	Napoleon’s	self-confidence	was	unshakeable	and	he	believed	that	it	was	still	possible	to	split	and	defeat	the	coalition	of	states	formed	against	France.	The	1814	campaign	was	one	of	his	finest;	Napoleon	used	all	his	skills	to	win	a	string	of	victories	against	the	Allies
during	a	campaign	of	rapid	manoeuvre	against	fearful	odds.	Yet	the	overwhelming	number	of	troops	set	against	him	finally	proved	impossible	for	the	French	Army	to	overcome.	Since	he	had	lost	a	huge	number	of	horses	in	Russia,	Napoleon’s	victories	ultimately	proved	futile,	as	they	could	not	be	conclusive	unless	followed	by	an	effective	cavalry
pursuit.	When	Paris	surrendered	to	the	Allies,	Napoleon’s	marshals	persuaded	him	to	agree	to	peace	terms	and	abdicate	his	throne.	Although	permitted	to	retain	the	title	of	Emperor,	Napoleon	was	exiled	to	the	small	isle	of	Elba	in	the	Mediterranean	Sea	off	the	western	coast	of	Italy.	Political	leaders	representing	all	the	major	powers	of	Europe	met	at
the	Congress	of	Vienna,	where	proposals	for	the	redistribution	of	territory	and	power	were	debated.	The	man	whose	reputation	alone	had	recently	cowed	much	of	Europe	was	now	derided	as	the	‘New	Robinson	Crusoe’,	and	considered	safely	out	of	the	way.	The	old	reactionary	regimes	hoped	that	Europe	would	now	return	to	the	state	of	affairs	that
existed	before	the	French	Revolution.	Napoleon’s	first	abdication	at	Fontainebleau,	6	April,	1814.	(Etienne	Prosper	Berne-Bellecour)	NAPOLEON	ESCAPES	Under	the	circumstances,	Napoleon	could	have	suffered	a	far	worse	punishment	than	being	exiled	to	Elba.	Although	he	had	not	instigated	all	of	the	wars	that	France	had	become	embroiled	in,	his
dynastic	ambitions	resulted	in	great	loss	of	life	and	widespread	disruption.	On	Elba,	he	ruled	over	approximately	112,000	subjects	and	was	allowed	to	retain	a	bodyguard	of	several	hundred	men.	Yet	he	soon	became	bored	and	frustrated	with	his	tiny	kingdom	and	the	limited	opportunities	it	offered	a	man	with	his	ambitions.	The	Bourbon	Government
restored	by	the	Allies	was	proving	deeply	unpopular	in	France.	Returning	royalist	émigrés,	some	of	whom	had	fought	against	France,	behaved	arrogantly	and	received	important	promotions	in	the	army	and	government,	while	old	soldiers	and	administrators	were	dismissed	or	pensioned	off.	The	peasantry	feared	that	land	they	had	gained	during	the
Revolution	would	be	confiscated	and	returned	to	the	Church	or	aristocracy	and	the	Bourbons	seemed	bent	upon	revoking	every	reform	made	during	their	absence.	After	a	brief	period	of	popularity	following	his	restoration,	the	corpulent	and	uncharismatic	Louis	XVIII	alienated	the	majority	of	his	subjects.	Compared	to	the	man	who	had	made	France
the	first	nation	in	Europe,	he	cut	a	poor	figure	and	many	were	still	loyal	to	Napoleon.	When	he	learnt	about	the	situation	in	France,	the	exile	took	heart.	To	make	matters	worse,	the	Allies	reneged	on	several	promises	made	to	the	Emperor,	including	the	provision	of	funds	necessary	to	maintain	his	household.	The	British	Prime	Minister,	Lord	Liverpool,
wrote:	‘Buonaparte	is	reduced	to	his	last	shilling.	He	has	spent	the	little	money	he	brought	with	him,	and	his	pension	has	not	been	paid,	although	the	six	months	have	long	since	expired.	This	is	abominable.’	He	also	mentioned	the	rumour	that	some	influential	figures	deemed	it	unsafe	to	permit	this	dangerous	man	to	remain	close	to	central	Europe.
The	remote	isle	of	St	Helena,	lying	deep	in	the	south	Atlantic,	would	be	a	far	better	home	for	him	they	suggested.	It	is	possible	that	Napoleon	heard	of	these	plans.	At	the	Congress	of	Vienna,	statesmen	from	all	over	Europe	discussed	how	they	should	redistribute	territory	and	power	following	the	defeat	of	France.	Most	wished	to	restore	the	regimes
and	borders	that	had	existed	prior	to	1791	but	for	many	reasons	this	proved	unrealistic.	Politically	Europe	would	never	be	the	same	again	after	the	French	Revolution	and	the	conflicting	interests	of	Prussia,	Russia	and	Britain	soon	led	to	disagreements,	which	were	exploited	by	Talleyrand,	a	former	minister	of	Napoleon	who	now	represented	France’s
King	Louis	XVIII.	The	Congress’s	consideration	of	such	weighty	matters	was	rudely	interrupted	by	the	shocking	news	that	Napoleon	had	escaped.	THE	FALL	OF	LOUIS	XVIII	Napoleon	left	Elba	on	26	February	1815	accompanied	by	only	1,050	soldiers.	He	landed	in	France	on	1	March	where:	‘Amazement,	rather	than	acclaim	greeted	his	arrival.’
Although	alarmed	at	the	news,	most	believed	that	the	government	would	soon	put	an	end	to	this	threatening	venture	by	arresting	and	imprisoning	him.	Nevertheless,	he	headed	determinedly	towards	Grenoble	and	despite	marching	through	Provence,	which	was	a	staunchly	Royalist	province,	no	one	made	any	serious	attempt	to	stop	him.	Napoleon
reached	Grenoble	on	7	March	where	troops	of	the	5th	Ligne	Regiment	stood	to	block	his	progress.	Approaching	them	alone	and	unarmed,	Napoleon	dramatically	opened	his	greatcoat	and	invited	them	to	shoot	if	they	desired	to	kill	their	Emperor.	Their	response	was	to	desert	to	him	en	masse	and	the	soldiers	flocked	around	his	standard,	cheering
ecstatically.	The	7th	Ligne	rapidly	followed	suit	and,	as	news	of	his	progress	towards	the	capital	spread,	people	began	to	wear	revolutionary	cockades	on	their	hats	and	hang	the	tricolour	flag	from	buildings	lining	his	route.	Marshal	Ney,	at	the	head	of	a	sizeable	force,	confronted	his	former	master	at	Auxerre	on	17	March	but	swiftly	renounced	the
Bourbons	and	joined	Napoleon	along	with	his	entire	command.	Knowing	that	his	reign	had	begun	badly,	Louis	XVIII	realized	that	he	could	expect	little	or	no	public	support	for	his	government	in	a	fight	against	the	most	successful	soldier	of	modern	times.	He	fled	Paris	in	the	dead	of	night	on	19	March	and	headed	towards	the	coast.	Reaching	Abbeville,
he	changed	direction	and	crossed	the	border	into	Belgium	on	22	March.	Here	he	sought	refuge	in	the	Kingdom	of	the	Netherlands,	a	new	state	founded	only	the	previous	year.	Napoleon	entered	the	Tuileries	Palace	less	than	24	hours	after	Louis	had	fled,	receiving	a	rapturous	welcome	as	he	reached	the	capital	with	crowds	thronging	the	streets.	He
had	regained	his	throne	in	only	twenty-three	days	without	firing	a	shot	in	anger	but	it	was	far	from	certain	that	he	would	be	able	to	keep	it.	THE	SEVENTH	COALITION	Napoleon	had	been	right	that	the	majority	of	the	French	people	would	welcome	his	return	but	his	illusions	that	the	rest	of	Europe	would	accept	him	at	the	head	of	France	were	soon
shattered.	His	first	move	was	to	justify	deposing	Louis	and	proclaim	his	desire	for	peace.	On	4	April,	he	wrote	to	all	the	sovereigns	of	Europe	telling	them	how	the	Bourbons	had	ignored	the	wishes	and	rights	of	the	people	to	the	extent	that	France:	‘was	forced	to	abandon	them.	The	popular	voice	called	for	a	liberator.’	Furthermore,	he	declared	that
Europe	was	tired	of	war	and:	‘My	first	and	heartfelt	anxiety	is	to	repay	so	much	affection	by	the	maintenance	of	an	honourable	peace.’	Unfortunately,	in	the	recent	past	Napoleon	had	made	little	secret	of	his	belief	that	his	retention	of	power	rested	upon	delivering	a	succession	of	glorious	victories	to	the	French	people.	Therefore,	many	viewed	him	as	a
warmonger	and	few	considered	his	desire	for	peace	to	be	genuine.	A	week	before	he	returned	to	Paris,	the	delegates	at	Vienna	issued	a	declaration	against	him	stating	that:	‘by	appearing	again	in	France	with	projects	of	confusion	and	disorder,	he	has	deprived	himself	of	the	protection	of	law,	and	has	manifested	to	the	universe	that	there	can	be
neither	truce	nor	peace	with	him’.	Representatives	of	Austria,	France,	Britain,	Portugal,	Prussia,	Russia,	Spain	and	Sweden	signed	this	declaration.	Looking	back	with	hindsight	some	years	later,	Napoleon	admitted	that	he	had	misjudged	the	political	situation	by	returning	too	soon.	He	speculated	that	had	he	allowed	another	six	months	to	elapse,	the
Allies	would	not	have	formed	such	a	strong	alliance	against	him	as	political	rifts	had	begun	to	develop	between	them.	Regardless	of	whether	this	was	true	or	not,	it	was	now	abundantly	clear	that	another	war	was	imminent.	The	Seventh	Coalition	was	declared	against	Napoleon	in	person,	castigating	him	as	a	usurper	rather	than	the	legitimate	ruler	of
France,	and	the	states	involved	agreed	that	there	would	be	no	independent	settlement	with	France	until	he	was	overthrown.	Austria,	Prussia	and	Russia	agreed	to	raise	700,000	men	between	them,	while	the	Duke	of	Wellington	received	command	of	British,	German	and	Dutch/Belgian	troops	in	Flanders.	A	Prussian	army	concentrated	in	the	same
region	under	Field	Marshal	Gebhard	von	Blücher,	and	the	two	forces	hoped	to	field	around	150,000	troops	in	combination.	Only	Murat,	King	of	Naples,	voiced	his	approval	of	Napoleon’s	actions	and	spontaneously	declared	war	upon	Austria.	Ironically,	he	was	probably	the	only	head	of	state	whose	support	Napoleon	did	not	wish	to	gain.	This	was	due
to	his	disloyalty	the	year	before	when	he	had	failed	to	march	his	troops	to	support	Napoleon	and	defected	to	the	Allies	in	order	to	keep	his	throne.	Murat	was	rapidly	defeated	at	the	Battle	of	Torentino	on	2	May.	He	fled	to	France	where	Napoleon	contemptuously	spurned	his	offer	to	serve	under	him,	despite	his	skill	as	a	cavalry	general.	THE	DUKE
OF	WELLINGTON,	1769–1852	Born	in	1769,	Arthur	Wesley	was	the	fourth	son	of	Garret	Wesley,	an	Anglo-Irish	aristocrat.	Educated	at	Eton	and	later	in	Angers,	he	showed	little	promise	until	his	family	bought	him	a	commission	in	the	British	Army.	Displaying	a	keen	interest	in
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